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was fent over formerly, with fome other Rarities, but the 

Vefiel mifearrying you received them not. 

jin Extrafl out of the 3d and 7th Venetian Giornale de Let¬ 
tered, concerning the Formation «/Tajtus’s» 

T He Author of thefe Journals, propofeth in the third 
of them this Inquiry, vi%. 

Wherein confiftsthe caufa formatrix of the Feetus $ whe* 
ther in the native He at,as the Ancients taught; or in Mod* 
on,as the Moderns are inclined to believe: And if the latter, 
whence that motion proceeds, and here it is diverlified 
for the confervation of various (pecies's } 

The Journalift having been informed, that Signor Gie- 
ronymoBarbato , pubiick Profeffour of Practical Phylick at 
Padua^ and Phyfitian in Venice, had written a Book upon 
that fubjed, and illuftrated it with new Anatomical Dia* 
grams, all ready for the Prefs 5 did, it feems, obtain the 
perufal of the Original Manufcript, and permiffion withal, 
to make an Extrad thereof, which in this Journal he pre- 
fents the Curious with, to ftay their delire whil’ft the whole 
Diflertation is printing. This Breviate we thought fit to 
Englijb hereout of the Italian, as followed) 4 

The Author, Signor Gieren ♦ Barbate , firft delivers the 
chief Sentiments of the^Ancients and Moderns concerning 
the Formative Soul ; Ihewing that from variety of thole O- 
pinions there relults nothing but darknefs. He alfo men¬ 
tions fome others touching the ufeofthe tefiicler ,whom he 
modeftly refuteth, animadverting upon fome Errors both 
of old and new Anatomifts. Then he difeourfeth of fome 
principal parts conftituting the fame, which he thinks have 
not been rightly obferved hitherto: And beginning with 
the vafa pampiniformia , he affirms, that they are made up 
of a great many Arteries, and of one only Vein, and that 
this vein, being confiderably big, is circularly feituate,' 
that fo it may the more conveniently unite it felf, by a cu* 
rioufly contrived anajtomofis, to thole many Arteries* 
Then he deferibeth the Vfe of thele Pampiniform veil'ds, 
informingus, That the faid Arteries are not dirtftly infer- 
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ted into the fubftance of the Tefticles ( as the moft fa¬ 
mous Anatomifts have believed 5 ) but that they form, on 
thefide, another membrane hitherto un-obferved, ("alto¬ 
gether different from the Albuginea, and the two others, 
call'd the Elytroides^ ) which being made up ofveffels, re- 
fembleth the Meninges of the Brain, and is by him efteem. 
ed to have the like ule with it. And thereupon he (hews, 
that from the Arteries of that Membrane do proceed fome 
fmall Arteries, for the moft part double in rheir origin, 
but afterwards becoming one, and fo palling into the fub« 
ftanee of the Tefticles 5 but when they are come to the 
center of them, returning to the abovefud membrane 
without being accompanied by the veins : Where he ren¬ 
ders a reafon, why in the fubftance of the Tefticles there 
are no veins^and (hews,that in the return of the faid arteries 
there appear fome other fmall veffels, which contain no a- 
limenr, but only feminal matter j and thac thefe do frame 
in the midft of the Tefticles another whitifti fmall mem¬ 
brane , very like the Septum lucidumy which membrane, 
receiving veffelsfrom all the parts of the Tefticles , ex¬ 
cept from the back-part, does therefore grow crooked 
there, and thereby hath deceived that famous Auatomift 
Dr. Highmore , perfwading himfelf that it is a round and 
pervious veffel. Moreover he faith, that the Curvature 
of the (aid litle membrane (erveth for a kind of ventricle, 
to purge away an aqueous moifture, (eparated, by means 
of the medullar fubftance of the Tefticles, from the femi* 
nal matter contained in the veffels. He obfervei h further, 
that the fmall membrane reftrains it felf towards the upper 
part, and it being fuch an one as cohfifb of minute veffels, 
there remain yet in that place fome of them, though very 
fmall ones, which maybe oblervedbya Microfeope to 
be diffeminated in that litle coat, which paffeth into the 
Albigunea near the Pampiniform , and is inferred into the E- 
pididymisi whence paffing through a glandul above th® 
Epididymis ,it there depofeth a wateri(h humidity, Ike thac 
which the double membrane brings with it from the cen¬ 
ter of the Tefticles, and which through the Lymphatic veffels 
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is conveyed towards the Vrethra , and comes away before 
the ejaculation of the femen prolifcum. And the faid litle 
veffels afterwards multiplying themlelves exceedingly,and 
being divided into final! Cells , do with a wonderful curi¬ 
ous contrivance form the Epididymis : Where he difeovers 
the errour of him, who believed the Epididymis could be 
fever’d from the Tefticles without laceration j affigning 
withal the Ufe of thatpart differently from all other Ana- 
tomifts. Thejiie he paffeth to the Par aft a tie Varici-for* 
mes , which emulating the Epididymis, appear alfo to be 
full of pretty big veffds, feituate after a curioufly contri¬ 
ved manner, and make a nobler {hew than that of the fpi- 
didymis it felf, it having the refemblauce of an Heart. And 
declaring the ufe of the Paraftata , he faith, that they do 
hot terminate in a nervous body, but plainly in a Nerve, by 
him call'd the vas deferens , which, he efteems, carries no= 
thing elfe but ftore of animal fpirits, which yet according 
to him are not generated in the Brain, fnor tranfported by 
the Nerves into the Tefticles,) but in the final! veffels, 
which make up the medullar fubftance of the very Testi¬ 
cles 5 which being at laft obliterated in the Paraftata, are 
changed into a thick membrane, of which is formed the 
vas deferens, fenfibly pervious ^ that fo, by the abolition 
of the lately mention’d fmall veffels, it may receive abun¬ 
dance of feminal fpirits, called animal, they being produ-* 
ced from one and the fame matter,and in one and the fame 
manner. And that they are fo, he further proveth from 
this obfervation, that the two litle Nerves, taken notice of 
by Anatomifts, are inferted only in the external part of 
the Tefticles, receiving their internal fenfe and motion 
from the faid fpirits, genera red as above. And here he 
maintains, that thefe Spirits are the S.ufitive and Moving 
Soul, and cnnfequently the Anima formatrix , and that there 
is no other proximate inftrument, fave the lnteUeUive foul, 
qua deforis venit & divina eft, 

Btfides he endeavours to prove that opinion to be falfe, 
which holds the Seed to be an Excrement of the laft Ali¬ 
ment, and maketh it out, that a fmall quantity of Seed ex- 
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certted, enfeebles more than the lofs of much Blood. He 
refutech thole that have taught the original of the Seed 
from-the Brain 5 as alfo thole, that have believed it to pro¬ 
ceed from the whole Body. He affigneth the manner.how 
thiS'Spirit is corporified and incraffatcd, and why ’tis lb? 
proveth experimentally, that being fubtilized by the 
warmth of the Vterus, it becomes a very fine Spirit > refu* 
ting, on this occafion, the opinion of Oaten, importing 
that from the corpulency of the Semen virile the fperma- 
tick parts are generated, and aflerting on the contrary, 
that thele are formed de fero utili fanguims mettjlrui. By the 
fame Experiment he undertakes to evince, that Dr. Han 
vey was miftaken, believing the Vterus to be immaterial¬ 
ly made fecond, when he found nothing of a feminal bo¬ 
dy in the wombs of all thole Animals open’d by him. Be* 
fides he teach eth, how the Semen is mixed cum menftruis; 
and how it is moved futably to the diverfity of kinds. He 
examins, how the lolid parts are generated, and refuting 
all other opinions about this point, he maintains that they 
are produced all at once, though they bed ifeernd at dif¬ 
ferent times, according to the greater or lefs neceffity of 
thole parts. He Ihews, how they become lenfitive, and 
begin to have life, contending that they are notnourilh d 
till they are fenfible. He explains, from what caufe and 
for what end the Heart is moved j what thing the pun&um 
/aliens is , and upon what account it hath been reputed 
to be the Heart. And having attem pted to refolve many 
difficulties, he thinks he hath determined many other cu¬ 
rious and confiderable particulars by experimented prin¬ 
ciples. 

Dr. WallisV opinion concerning the Hypothefis Phylica Nova 
of Dr. Leibnitius, promised in Numb. 73. and here infer- 
ted in the Jam tongue ^wherein it was written to the Pubhjher, 

April. 7. 1671. 

Clarif*. Vit, 

L Egi ego femel atqne iterum , quamimpertiifti , Dn. Leibni" 
tii THypoibeJin Nov am , de qua opinionem me am petit is s 

jiutbo* ■ 



